CLEMENCEAU

treachery were fermenting all round them, took no effective
steps to counteract this pernicious propaganda.

The notorious Bonnet Eouge group, however, with M. Joseph
Caillaux, Bolo Pasha, Almereyda and others in close touch with
M. Jean Longuet and his pacifist friends of the Socialist Party,
were allowed to carry on their virulent anti-French campaign in
the Press and in other directions practically unchecked. It
might even have been thought that these persons had the
sympathy and support of members of the Government.

Thus, when M. Painleve took office on M. Kibot's resignation
in August, 1917, the outlook was dark all round. The position
of the Allied armies was by no means satisfactory: the state
of affairs in Paria itself was not such as to engender confidence :
Mr. Lloyd George's headlong speech of depreciation on &is
returo from Italy had undone all the good of the unanimous
resolution passed by the Inter-Allied Parliamentary Committee
of which Clemenceau was President, declaring that no peace
could be accepted which did not secure the realisation of
national claims and the complete triumph of justice all along
the line. In short, a fit of despondency, almost deepening into
despair, had come over Allied statesmen. Notwithstanding
distrust, however, war-weariness was not spreading among the
soldiers and sailors. But among the politicians it was, and
German " peace offensives " were being welcomed in quarters
which were supposed to be resolute for " la victoire intigrale"
M. Painleve's administration was scarcely hoisted into the
saddle before it was ignominously thrown out again. The
instability of successive French Ministries was becoming a
danger which extended far beyond the limits of France. The
unification of the Allied command and the concentration of
effort on the "Western front had become imperative. The
arrest of all those against whom there was serious suspicion
of treason, no matter how higbiy they might be placed, was a
necessity of the moment. Vigorous support for the generals
and armies engaged in resisting the reinforced enemy was
called for from every quarter. So the Presijleiit, M. PoincarS,